
 

SPECIAL PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING WAS HELD AT BEACHWOOD 

CITY HALL ON THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2011 

 

Chairperson Hecht called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

 ROLL CALL:  PRESENT: C. Cohen, M. Gorden, J. Greenberg,  

      R. Hecht, B. Mann, M. Wachter, B. Zabell 

    ABSENT: None  

     ALSO PRESENT: M.A. Cannon, W. Griswold, T. Kreczko,  

        G. Smerigan 

 

Chairperson Hecht welcomed the new Planning and Zoning Commission members, Jonathan Green-

berg and Bryan Zabell.  

 

P&Z 2011-2  BURT HILL, ARCHITECT REPRESENTING BEACHWOOD HIGH  

   SCHOOL, LOCATED AT 25100 FAIRMOUNT BLVD., IS REQUEST- 

   ING FINAL SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR THE PROPOSED ADDI- 

   TION AND RENOVATIONS FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL. (Preliminary  

   P&Z approval 2/24/11; Council approval 3/21/11) 

 

Chris Panichi of Burt Hill was present to request final site approval for the proposed addition and renova-

tions of the Beachwood High School. Mr. Panichi reviewed the site plan showing the proposed land 

banked parking and grass pavers for both fire truck and emergency vehicle access. He stated that there 

will also be a detention basin for the site.  

 

Mr. Griswold stated that the Building Department, Police and Fire Departments had a meeting regard-

ing the staging plan and requested a copy of said plan from Chris Panichi. Otherwise, they have no ad-

ditional comments or concerns with this application.  Approval is recommended. 

 

Mr. Kreczko stated that the applicant has resolved the issues stated in previous reports by consulting 

with the City Engineer. Mr. Kreczko states it is his understanding that the land banked area will have a 

detention basin installed should the land banked parking area ever be converted to impervious parking 

area. Mr. Panichi states that is correct. Engineering would recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Smerigan stated that the previous plan has been revised to reflect the land banked parking which 

was recommended by the Planning Commission during the preliminary hearing. The site lighting plan 

has been reviewed and meets City standards. The detailed landscaping plan has been reviewed and 

meets the city’s minimum landscaping requirements. Mr. Smerigan recommends approval. 

 

Ms. Hecht asked where the City is in regards to the parking situation during construction. Mr. Griswold 

stated they have modified the staging plan from the first plan and, with the assistance of the Superin-

tendent with scheduling, he believes the impact will be minimal.  

 

Mr. Wachter asked about the fencing and protection of the site. Mr. Griswold stated that the City wants 

the whole site protected relative to the students. Mr. Panichi explained the locations of fencing and 

gates on the site plan during the proposed construction and showed how students will be protected dur-

ing the construction. Mr. Griswold stated Turner Construction must be on top of this along with both 

the Fire Department and Building Inspectors. Otherwise, the City will stop construction until safe-

guards are in place to protect the students and the public. Mr. Griswold stated it is very challenging be-

cause of the length of the project and the fact that there are additions to all sides of the building.  
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Mr. Wachter asked if any of these modifications are to the athletic field, specifically the lighting. Mr. 

Panichi responded that there were no field lighting plans with their portion of work. 

 

Ms. Hecht asked Richard Markwardt, School Superintendent, whether or not there is a plan about light-

ing the field. Mr. Markwardt responded that the Board of Education has not discussed this and there is 

no intention to incorporate lights on the field. He advised the Planning Commission that it is very im-

portant to the District that the building and construction area will be secured during the construction.  

 

Mr. Cohen asked if there will be landscaping around the retention area and what type of fencing will be 

used. Mr. Panichi states there will no landscaping at this time and it will have decorative fencing; a 

black anodized aluminum similar to the City pool fencing, not chain link. 

 

A motion was made by B. Mann and seconded by M. Wachter for approval of the Beachwood High 

School request for final plan approval for the proposed addition and renovations for the high school, lo-

cated at 25100 Fairmount Blvd., contingent upon the staging plan.  

 

 

   ROLL CALL:  AYES:  C. Cohen, M. Gorden, J. Greenberg,  

        R. Hecht, B. Mann, M. Wachter, B. Zabell  

      NAYS: None 

         ABSTAIN: None  

        MOTION APPROVED 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Rochelle Hecht, Chairperson 

 

____________________________________ 

Sue Ley, Secretary 

 

____________________________________ 

Karen Navolanic, Clerk of Council 

 


